[Treatment of arthroses in the elderly patient].
Elderly subjects with osteoarthritis are treated with analgesic drugs, non-steroidal antiinflammatory drugs (NSAID) and intra-articular corticosteroid injections as well as symptomatic slow acting drugs in osteoarthritis (Sy-SADOA). Initial treatment for osteoarthritis pain should be paracetamol, followed by NSAID if necessary, especially in the elderly, because of their adverse effects. Sy-SADOA are effective on pain and function with a persistent effect, allowing the reduction of analgesic and NSAID dosage.